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139 East Shore Lake Owassa 
Newton, New Jersey 07860 
11 January 2000 

Ms. Jane Henney, Commissioner 
Food and Drug AdministratioB 7’ 4 7 :. 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, Maryland 20857 
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Dear Ms. Henney: 

As an American citizen, voter and taxpayer, I am writing to ask you and the FDA to follow 
the lead of the European Union in placing public health and welfare ahead of commercial in- 
terests. You can do so by taking immediate action to ban all use in chickens, pigs, cattle and 
other animals of any and all growth-promoting antibiotics that are often prescribed as medi- 
cines for human beings. 

Imagine taking your child to the doctor with food poisoning, only to be told that it has 
spread to her bloodstream -- a fairly common complication 
for her because no antibiotics are available that will help. 

-- but that nothing can be done 

This is what using antibiotics on farm animals means to me, you and the rest of the 
lation. It makes the same antibiotics ineffective for human medication because the P 
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bacteria that threaten your child’s life have been allowed to become immune to all of them. 
In fact, the way things are going, so far as children are concerned, the pharmaceutical and 
medical communities’ once awesome arsenal of miracle drugs has deteriorated into a lot of 
useless potions. Lacking any real cures, a food-poisoned child could die. 

Lest you think this scenario is farfetched, I urge you to look at the facts. Evidence contin- 
ues to accumulate that today’s antibiotics are being depleted as a result of the development 
of resistant and immune bacterial strains. A recent two- 
that a significant increase in antibiotic-resistant Iy 

ear study in Minnesota concluded 

drug use in poultry production. 
Campy obacter poisonings was linked to 

While officials in this country are only starting -- slowly and timidly -- to examine this 
grave hazard to the national health, the European Union has already taken decisive action. 
In 1998, des ite protests and even lawsuits by European and multinational drug companies, 
the E.U. pro ph ibited the use in animals of all antibiotics that are given to ill people. (The 
Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta has judged the E.U.‘s actions and declared them to be 
based on sound science.) In the U.S., however, it remains legal to use 19 different antibiotics 
for animal growth promotion. Of those 19, at least 7 are everyday components in human 
medicines, including penicillin, virginiamycin and streptomycin. 

WHEN, Ms. Henney, is the FDA going to do its job and protect this country’s citizens? 

Thank you for reading my letter. I hope you will act immediately to resolve this issue. I would 
appreciate it very much if you would kindly let me know your thoughts as well as your actions. 

Very sincerely, 
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CC: President Bill Clinton 
Senator Frank Lautenberg 
Senator Robert Torricelli 
Congresswoman Marge Roukema 
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